GEORGE THE THIBD

had he been convinced that parliamentary reform would bring
greater happiness to the country then there is little doubt that he
would have given it his unqualified support.

THE STRENUOUS LIFE which George lived, fraught as it was with
public and private worries,1 seriously undermined his constitu-
tion ; and in the summer of 1788 he suffered severely from what
was thought to be nothing worse than biliousness. On June I2th
he wrote to Pitt from Kew;
A pretty smart bilious attack prevents my coming this day to town.
I am certainly better than yesterday, and if it goes on mending this
day, I shall hope to see Mr Pitt in town to-morrow. Sir George
Baker approves of what I have done, and I trust his advice mil
remove the remains of this complaint. On returning home from
the review I was forced to take to my bed, as the only tolerable
posture I could find. To be sure I am what one calls a cup too low,
but when thoroughly cleared I hope to feel fully equal to any
business that may occur.
Sir George Baker, his physician, deserves our sympathy: the
King had his own remedies for everything, and was tantaHzingly
disrespectful of medical advice in its orthodox forms.
Baker nevertheless persuaded the King to go to Cheltenham
c to take the waters/ and also to keep him * free from certain
fatigues that attend long audiences/ The change did George
much good; and while he was at Cheltenham he went about a
great deal. For example, one day he visitede the clothing country
near Stroud/ In a letter to Pitt he said it was e the most beautiful
sight I ever saw': the factories were working at top pressure,
and none of the oldest inhabitants could recall better times. He
returned to Town convinced that he was completely cured; but
in October he suffered another * spasm' which confined him to
his bed, and necessitated Baker's attention. But George would
not do what he was told: as soon as he felt more or less himself
he was up and about his normal work, and even taxed his strength
by riding hard to hounds in the Windsor country. One day
while out hunting he was soaked to the skin ; and on his return
he sat about the house in his wet clothes, with the result that he,
contracted a serious chill.
1 The King's private troubles will be dealt with in Chapter X.
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